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ARTS & CULTURE
Unorthodox Beauty
Russian Modernism and Its New Religious Aesthetic
Martha Kelly
Unorthodox Beauty shows how Russian poets of the early twentieth
century consciously adapted Russian Orthodox culture in order to
create a distinctly religious modernism. Martha M. F. Kelly contends
that, beyond mere themes, these writers developed an entire poetics
that drew on liturgical tradition. Specifically, Russian Orthodoxy held
out the possibility of unifying spirit and matter, as well as a host of
other dichotomies—subject and object, empirical and irrational, noumena and
phenomena. The artist could produce a work of transformative and regenerative
power. Using a range of crossdisciplinary tools, Kelly reads key works by Blok,
Kuzmin, Akhmatova, and Pasternak in ways that illustrate how profoundly religious traditions and ideas shaped Russian modernist literature.
Northwestern University Press, March 2016
9780810132399, cloth, $192.00
9780810132382, paper, $64.00
The Popular Theatre Movement in Russia
1862-1919
Gary Thurston
In The Popular Theatre Movement in Russia, Gary Thurston illuminates the “popular theater” of pre-revolutionary Russia, which
existed alongside the performing arts for the nation’s economic
elite. He shows how from Peter the Great's creation of Europe's
first theater for popular enlightenment to Lenin's decree nationalizing all Soviet theaters, Russian rulers aggressively exploited this
enduring art form for ideological ends rather than for its commercial potential.
After the emancipation of the serfs in 1861, educated Russians began to present
plays as part of a crusade to "civilize" the peasants. Relying on archival and published material virtually unknown outside Russia, this study looks at how playwrights criticized Russian social and political realities, how various groups perceived their plays, and how the plays motivated viewers to change themselves or
change their circumstances. The picture that emerges is of a potent civic art influential in a way that eluded and challenged authoritarian control.
Northwestern University Press, May 2016
9780810115507, cloth, $123.25
9780810134843, paper, $72.00
Drawing the Iron Curtain
Jews and the Golden Age of Soviet Animation
Maya Balakirsky Katz
In the American imagination, the Soviet Union was a drab cultural wasteland, a place where playful creative work and individualism was heavily
regulated and censored. Yet despite state control, some cultural industries
flourished in the Soviet era, including animation. Drawing the Iron Curtain tells the story of the golden age of Soviet animation and the Jewish
artists who enabled it to thrive.
Art historian Maya Balakirsky Katz reveals how the state-run animation studio
Soyuzmultfilm brought together Jewish creative personnel from every corner of
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the Soviet Union and served as an unlikely haven for dissidents who were banned
from working in other industries. Surveying a wide range of Soviet animation
produced between 1919 and 1989, from cutting-edge art films like Tale of Tales
to cartoons featuring “Soviet Mickey Mouse” Cheburashka, she finds that these
works played a key role in articulating a cosmopolitan sensibility and a multicultural vision for the Soviet Union. Furthermore, she considers how Jewish
filmmakers used animation to depict distinctive elements of their heritage and
ethnic identity, whether producing films about the Holocaust or using fellow
Jews as models for character drawings.
Providing a copiously illustrated introduction to many of Soyuzmultfilm’s key
artistic achievements, while revealing the tumultuous social and political conditions in which these films were produced, Drawing the Iron Curtain has something to offer animation fans and students of Cold War history alike.
Rutgers University Press, July 2016
9780813577012, cloth, $152.00
9780813576626, paper, $56.00
Greetings, Pushkin!
Stalinist Cultural Politics and the Russian National Bard
Jonathan Platt
In 1937 the Soviet Union sponsored a huge celebration on the centenary of Pushkin’s death, marking the turn toward a renewed Russian nationalism that would become full-blown a few years later.
This is the first study of this major cultural event, and examines
Soviet representations of Pushkin’s legacy in prose, poetry, drama,
theater, painting, sculpture, film, the educational system and in the
political realm.
University of Pittsburgh Press, June 2016
9780822964155, paper, $47.95
Socialist Fun
Youth, Consumption, and State-Sponsored Popular Culture in the
Soviet Union, 1945–1970
Gleb Tsipursky
Most narratives depict Soviet Cold War cultural activities and youth
groups as drab and dreary, militant and politicized. In this study,
Gleb Tsipursky challenges these stereotypes in a revealing portrayal
of Soviet youth and state-sponsored popular culture. He provides a
fresh and original examination of the Kremlin’s paramount effort to
shape young lives, consumption, popular culture, and to build an emotional community—all against the backdrop of Cold War struggles to win hearts and minds
both at home and abroad.
University of Pittsburgh Press, April 2016
9780822963967, paper, $47.95
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Hard Times
A Novel of Liberals and Radicals in 1860s Russia
Vasily Sleptsov, Michael Katz, and William Brumfield
This is the first English translation of an important Russian social
novel (published in 1865) that enjoyed great popularity in its day,
the period of Tsar Alexander's great reforms. Sleptsov deals with
complex political issues such as the abolition of serfdom, political
repression, women's rights, and the conflict between liberalism and
radicalism among intellectuals. Highly readable, it provides important historical insights on the political and social climate of a volatile and
transformative period in Russia history.
University of Pittsburgh Press, October 2016
9780822964223, paper, $28.75

LITERARY STUDIES
The Gift of Active Empathy
Scheler, Bakhtin, and Dostoevsky
Alina Wyman
This innovative study brings the early writings of Mikhail Bakhtin
into conversation with Max Scheler and Fyodor Dostoevsky to
explore the question of what makes emotional co-experiencing
ethically and spiritually productive. In Problems of Dostoevsky's
Poetics, Bakhtin's well-known concept of the dialogical partner
expresses what he sees as the potential of human relationships in
Dostoevsky's work. But his earlier reflections on the ethical and aesthetic uses of
empathy, in part inspired by Scheler's philosophy, suggest a still more fundamental form of communication that operates as a basis for human togetherness in
Dostoevsky. Applying this rich and previously neglected theoretical apparatus in
a literary analysis, Wyman examines the obstacles to active empathy in Dostoevsky's fictional world, considers the limitations and excesses of empathy, addresses the problem of frustrated love in The Idiot and Notes from Underground, and
provides a fresh interpretation of two of Dostoevsky's most iconic characters,
Prince Myshkin and Alyosha Karamazov.
Northwestern University Press, June 2016
9780810133372, cloth, $192.00
9780810133365, paper, $64.00
Nabokov's Canon
From O
" negin"to A
" da"
Marijeta Bozovic
Nabokov's translation of Pushkin's Eugene Onegin (1964) and its
accompanying Commentary, along with A da, or A rdor (1969), his
densely allusive late English language novel, have appeared nearly inscrutable to many interpreters of his work. If not outright
failures, they are often considered relatively unsuccessful curiosities. In Bozovic's insightful study, these key texts reveal Nabokov's ambitions to reimagine a canon of nineteenth- and twentieth
-century Western masterpieces with Russian literature as a central, rather than
marginal, strain. Nabokov's scholarly work, translations, and lectures on literature
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bear resemblance to New Critical canon reformations; however, Nabokov's canon
is pointedly translingual and transnational and serves to legitimize his own literary practice. The new angles and theoretical framework offered by Nabokov's
Canon help us to understand why Nabokov's provocative monuments remain
powerful source texts for several generations of diverse international writers, as
well as richly productive material for visual, cinematic, musical, and other artistic
adaptations.
Northwestern University Press, May 2016
9780810133150, cloth, $192.00
9780810133143, paper, $64.00
Nietzsche and Dostoevsky
Philosophy, Morality, Tragedy
Edited by Jeff Love and Jeffrey Metzger
After more than a century, the urgency with which the writing of
Fyodor Dostoevsky and Friedrich Nietzsche speaks to us is undiminished. Nietzsche explicitly acknowledged Dostoevsky’s relevance to his work, noting its affinities as well as its points of opposition. Both of them are credited with laying much of the foundation
for what came to be called existentialist thought. The essays in this
volume bring a fresh perspective to a relationship that illuminates a great deal of
twentieth-century intellectual history. Among the questions taken up by contributors are the possibility of morality in a godless world, the function of philosophy
if reason is not the highest expression of our humanity, the nature of tragedy
when performed for a bourgeois audience, and the justification of suffering if it is
not divinely sanctioned. Above all, these essays remind us of the supreme value
of the questioning itself that pervades the work of Dostoevsky and Nietzsche.
Northwestern University Press, November 2016
9780810133952, cloth, $192.00
9780810133945, paper, $63.95
Nikolai Klyuev
Time and Text, Place and Poet
Michael Makin
Nikolai Klyuev is the first book in English to examine the life and
work of this enigmatic poet. Klyuev (1884–1937) rose to prominence
in the early twentieth century as the first of the so-called "new peasant poets" but later fell victim to Stalinist hostility to both his cultural
ideology and his homosexuality. He was arrested and exiled in 1933,
then shot in 1937.
Klyuev’s work incorporates rich elements of folklore, mysticism, politics, and
religion, and he sometimes invokes arcane Russian syntax and vocabulary.
Makin’s feat is particularly notable because Klyuev was often elusive in his own
accounts of his life, and Makin successfully brings into focus the poet’s deliberate strategies of self-mythologization. Nikolai Klyuev is an indispensable guide
to life and the work an important poet winning wider recognition outside of Russia.
Northwestern University Press, May 2016
9780810126572, cloth, $127.95
9780810134836, paper, $63.95
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Jews and Ukrainians in Russia's Literary Borderlands
From the Shtetl Fair to the Petersburg Bookshop
Amelia M. Glaser
Studies of eastern European literature have largely confined themselves to a single language, culture, or nationality. In this highly original book, Glaser reveals the rich cultural exchange among writers
working in Russian, Ukrainian, and Yiddish in the Ukrainian territories, from Nikolai Gogol’s 1829 ‘The Sorochintsy Fair’ to Isaac
Babel’s stories about the forced collectivization of the Ukrainian
countryside in 1929. The marketplace, which was an important site of interaction
among members of these different cultures, emerged in all three languages as a
metaphor for the relationship between Ukraine’s coexisting communities, as well
as for the relationship between the Ukrainian borderlands and the imperial capital. It is commonplace to note the influence of Gogol on Russian literature, but
Glaser shows him to have also been a profound influence on Ukrainian and Yiddish writers, such as Hryhorii Kvitka-Osnovianenko and Sholem Aleichem. And
she shows how Gogol must be understood not only within the context of his
adopted city of St. Petersburg but also that of his native Ukraine.
Northwestern University Press, May 2016
9780810127968, cloth, $72.00
9780810134867, paper, $72.00

Siblings in Tolstoy and Dostoevsky
The Path to Universal Brotherhood
Anna A. Berman (McGill University)
Anna A. Berman’s book brings to light the significance of sibling
relationships in the writings of Tolstoy and Dostoevsky. Relationships in their works have typically been studied through the lens of
erotic love in the former, and intergenerational conflict in the latter.
In close readings of their major novels, Berman shows how both
writers portray sibling relationships as a stabilizing force that counters the unpredictable, often destructive elements of romantic entanglements and
the hierarchical structure of generations. Power and interconnectedness are cast in
a new light. Berman persuasively argues that both authors gradually come to
consider siblinghood a model of all human relations, discerning a career arc in
each that moves from the dynamics within families to a much broader vision of
universal brotherhood.
Northwestern University Press, September 2015
9780810131576, cloth, $192.00
9780810131743, paper, $63.95
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HISTORY & POLITICS
Empowering Revolution
America, Poland, and the End of the Cold War
Gregory F. Domber
As the most populous country in Eastern Europe as well as the birthplace of the largest anticommunist dissident movement, Poland is
crucial in understanding the end of the Cold War. During the 1980s,
both the United States and the Soviet Union vied for influence over
Poland’s politically tumultuous steps toward democratic revolution.
In this groundbreaking history, Gregory F. Domber examines American policy
toward Poland and its promotion of moderate voices within the opposition, while
simultaneously addressing the Soviet and European influences on Poland's revolution in 1989. With a cast including Reagan, Gorbachev, and Pope John Paul II,
Domber charts American support of anticommunist opposition groups-particularly Solidarity, the underground movement led by future president Lech
Wałęsa--and highlights the transnational network of Polish émigrés and trade
unionists that kept the opposition alive.
Utilizing archival research and interviews with Polish and American government
officials and opposition leaders, Domber argues that the United States empowered a specific segment of the Polish opposition and illustrates how Soviet leaders unwittingly fostered radical, pro-democratic change through their policies.
The result is fresh insight into the global impact of the Polish pro-democracy
movement.
University of North Carolina Press, August 2016
9781469629810, paper, $44.75
Kyiv as Regime City
The Return of Soviet Power after Nazi Occupation
Martin J. Blackwell
Kyiv as Regime City charts the resettlement of the Ukrainian capital
after Nazi occupation, focusing on the efforts of returning Soviet rulers to regain legitimacy within a Moscow-centered regime still attending to the war front. Beginning with the Ukrainian Communists' inability to both purge their capital city of "socially dangerous" people
and prevent the arrival of "unorganized" evacuees from the rear, this
book chronicles how a socially and ethnically diverse milieu of Kyivans reassembled after many years of violence and terror.
While the Ukrainian Communists successfully guarded entry into their privileged, elite ranks and monitored the masses' mood toward their superiors in Moscow, the party failed to conscript a labor force and rebuild housing, leading the
Stalin regime to adopt new tactics to legitimize itself among the large Ukrainian
and Jewish populations who once again called the city home. Drawing on sources
from the once-closed central, regional, and local archives of the former Soviet
Union, this study is essential reading for those seeking to understand how the
Kremlin reestablished its power in Kyiv, consolidating its regime as the Cold
War with the United States began.
Boydell & Brewer, July 2016
9781580465588, cloth, $158.50
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Barbarossa 1941
Reframing Hitler's Invasion of Stalin's Soviet Empire
Frank Ellis
Operation Barbarossa, Hitler's plan for invading the Soviet Union, has
by now become a familiar tale of overreach, with the Germans blinded
to their coming defeat by their initial victory, and the Soviet Union
pushing back from the brink of destruction with courageous exploits
both reckless and relentless. And while much of this version of the
story is true, Frank Ellis tells us in Barbarossa 1941, it also obscures
several important historical truths that alter our understanding of the campaign. In
this new and intensive investigation of Operation Barbarossa, Ellis draws on a
wealth of documents declassified over the past twenty years to challenge the conventional treatment of a critical chapter in the history of World War II.
Ellis's close reading of an exceptionally wide range of German and Russian sources
leads to a reevaluation of Soviet intelligence assessments of Hitler's intentions;
Stalin's complicity in his nation's slippage into existential slaughter; and the influence of the Stalinist regime's reputation for brutality—and a fear of Stalin's expansionist inclinations—on the launching and execution of Operation Barbarossa. Ellis
revisits two major controversies relating to Barbarossa—the Soviet pre-emptive
strike thesis put forward in Viktor Suvorov's book Icebreaker; and the view of the
infamous Commissar Order, dictating the execution of a large group of Soviet
POWs, as a unique piece of Nazi malevolence. Ellis also analyzes the treatment of
Barbarossa in the work of three Soviet-Russian writers—Vasilii Grossman, Alexander Bek, and Konstantin Simonov—and in the first-ever translation of the diary
kept by a German soldier in 20th Panzer Division, brings the campaign back to the
daily realities of dangers and frustrations encountered by German troops.
University Press of Kansas, December 2015
9780700621453, cloth, $64.00
The Utopia of Terror
Life and Death in Wartime Croatia
Edited by Rory Yeomans
The essays in The Utopia of Terror provide new perspectives on the
relationship between the politics of construction and destruction in the
wartime Independent State of Croatia (1941-1945) ruled by the fascist
Ustasha movement. Bringing together established historians of the
Ustasha regime and an emerging generation of younger historians,
The Utopia of Terror explores various aspects of everyday life and
death in the Ustasha state that until now have received peripheral
attention from historians. The contributors argue for a more complex consideration
of the relationship of mass terror and utopianism in which the two are seen as part
of the same process rather than as discrete phenomena. They aim to bring new perspectives, generate original thinking, and provide enhanced understanding of both
the Ustasha regime's attempts to remake Croatian society and its campaign to destroy unwanted populations.
Boydell & Brewer, December 2015
9781580465458, cloth, $200.00
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The Battle for Belorussia
The Red Army's Forgotten Campaign of October 1943 - April 1944
David M. Glantz
Continuing his magisterial account of the Eastern Front campaigns, the
writer cited by The Atlantic as “indisputably the West’s foremost expert on the subject” focuses here on the Red Army’s operations from
the fall of 1943 through the April 1944. David M. Glantz chronicles the
Soviet Army's efforts to further exploit their post-Kursk gains and accelerate a counteroffensive that would eventually take them all the way
to Berlin.
The Red Army's Operation Bagration that liberated Belorussia in June 1944 sits
like a colossus in the annals of World War II history. What is little noted in the
history books, however, is that the Bagration offensive was not the Soviets’ first
attempt. Battle for Belorussia tells the story of how, eight months earlier, and
acting under the direction of Stalin and his Stavka, three Red Army fronts conducted multiple simultaneous and successive operations along a nearly 400-mile
front in an effort to liberate Belorussia and capture Minsk, its capital city. The
campaign, with over 700,000 casualties, was a Red Army failure.
Glantz describes in detail the series of offensives, with their markedly different
and ultimately disappointing results, that, contrary to later accounts, effectively
shifted Stalin’s focus to the Ukraine as a more manageable theater of military
operations. Restoring the first Belorussian offensive to its place in history, this
work also reveals for the first time what the later, successful Bagration operation
owed to its forgotten precursor.
University Press of Kansas, November 2016
9780700623297, cloth, $64.00
Revolution and Counterrevolution in Poland, 1980-1989
Solidarity, Martial Law, and the End of Communism in
Europe
Andrzej Paczkowski (Translated by Christina Manetti)
The 1980 general strike in Poland and the establishment of the independent Solidarity movement, which sought to create a state based on
civic freedom, were symptoms of a crisis of the communist system. On
December 13, 1981, General Wojciech Jaruzelski on behalf of the ruling Communist Party imposed martial law, effectively quashing Solidarity. Jaruzelski won the battle, but Solidarity continued its revolution in secret
and Poland remained politically destabilized. Elections held in June 1989 ended
with the defeat of the Communists and the establishment in September of a coalition government in which half of the parliamentary seats went to Solidarity,
whose representative was also appointed prime minister. The revolution inaugurated in 1980 by the dockworkers of Gdansk had come to fruition.
Revolution and Counterrevolution in Poland, 1980-1989: Solidarity, Martial
Law, and the End of Communism in Europe recounts and analyzes the events of
this formative decade in Polish history, with particular emphasis on the martial
law period. Drawing on extensive archival research, Andrzej Paczkowski examines the origin and form of the Solidarity revolution, the course of the Communist
counterrevolution, and the final victory won by Solidarity along with its international repercussions.
Boydell & Brewer, December 2015
9781580465366, cloth, $158.50
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Spying Through a Glass Darkly
American Espionage against the Soviet Union, 1945-1946
David Alvarez and Eduard Mark
For the period between World War II and the full onset of the Cold
War, histories of American intelligence seem to go dark. Yet in those
years a little known clandestine organization, the Strategic Services
Unit (SSU), emerged from the remnants of wartime American intelligence to lay the groundwork for what would become the CIA and, in
ways revealed here for the first time, conduct its own secret war of espionage and
political intrigue in postwar Europe. Telling the full story of this early and surprisingly effective espionage arm of the United States, Spying through a Glass Darkly
brings a critical chapter in the history of Cold War intelligence out of the shadows.
Constrained by inadequate staff and limited resources, distracted by the
conflicting demands of agencies of the U.S. government, and victimized by disinformation and double agents, the Strategic Services Unit struggled to maintain an
effective American clandestine capability after the defeat of the Axis Powers. Never viscerally anti-communist, the Strategic Services Unit was slow to recognize the
Soviet Union as a potential threat, but gradually it began to mount operations, often in collaboration with the intelligence services of Britain, France, Italy, Denmark, and Sweden, to throw light into the darker corners of the Soviet regime.
Bringing to bear a wealth of archival documents, operational records, interviews,
and correspondence, David Alvarez and Eduard Mark chronicle SSU’s successes
and failures in procuring intelligence on the capabilities and intentions of the Soviet Union, a chronicle that delves deeply into the details of secret operations against
Soviet targets throughout Europe: not only in the backstreets of the divided cities
of Berlin and Vienna, but also the cafes, hotels, offices, and salons of such cosmopolitan capitals as Paris, Rome, Budapest, Prague, and Warsaw.
A remarkable account of a clandestine war of espionage, kidnappings, blackmail,
disinformation, and political subversion, Spying through a Glass Darkly also describes the quantity and quality of intelligence collected by SSU and disseminated
to its “customers” in the U.S. government—information that would influence the
attitudes and actions of decision makers and, as the Cold War evolved, the course
of the nation in a new and dangerous world.
University Press of Kansas, January 2016
9780700621927, cloth, $56.00
From Defeat to Victory
The Eastern Front, Summer 1944
Decisive and Indecisive Military Operations, Volume 2
Charles J. Dick
By the summer of 1944, the war in Europe had reached a critical
point. Both the western Allies and the Soviets possessed the initiative
and forces capable of mounting strategic offensives against the German enemy. Writing a study of operations on first the Western then
the Eastern Front, respected military analyst C. J. Dick provides a
uniquely informative comparison of the different war-fighting doctrines brought to
bear by the Allies and the Red Army in contemporaneous campaigns. His book
offers rare insights into the strengths and weaknesses of generalship on both fronts.
In volume 2, From Defeat to Victory, Dick turns to the Eastern Front, where battle
lines stretched from the Baltic to the Black Sea—nearly 1,500 miles to the Allies’
600—and the Soviet armies and engagements dwarfed in scale those in the West.
More importantly, they reflected a war-fighting philosophy significantly different
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than the Allies’, which in turn produced different military operations. The Soviets
were masters of deception-and-surprise, a concept called maskirovka that was an
essential part of every military operation. The Soviets were committed to highly
mobile and high-tempo offensives. They massed troops in heavy concentrations
to achieve a breakthrough that would quickly set conditions for decisive operational maneuvers; they were relentless in their will to destroy the enemy’s forces
and, unlike their counterparts in the West, were willing to contend with an enormous amount of casualties. Dick’s analysis shows us how the Red Army, largely
free of the political problems that constrained the Allies, was able to develop
more radical operational ideas and implement them with a daring and ruthlessness impossible for the armies of democratic states.
From Defeat to Victory also offers a critical lesson in the enduring importance of
finding, inculcating, and implementing operational and tactical doctrine that fits
the conditions of contemporary war, as well as in the technology, politics, and
psychology of the times.
University Press of Kansas, October 2016
9780700622955, cloth, $64.00
Kosovo and Serbia
Contested Options and Shared Consequences
Leandrit Mehmeti, and Branislav Radeljic
Following the 1992 breakup of Yugoslavia, the region descended
into a series of bloody conflicts marked by intense ethnic and religious hatreds. Kosovo emerged at the epicenter of these disputes and
the site of innumerable human rights violations, as Serbia, united
with Montenegro at the time, sought to remove the Albanian presence. Kosovo (roughly ninety percent Albanian) declared independence in 2008, and although it is recognized by over one hundred UN member
states, it is still not recognized by Serbia. This volume brings together scholars of
Serbian, Albanian, Christian, and Muslim backgrounds to examine the SerbianAlbanian dynamic in Kosovo through historical, political, economic, and social
perspectives.
University of Pittsburgh Press, November 2016
9780822944690, cloth, $72.00
The Soviet Gulag
Evidence, Interpretation, and Comparison
Michael David-Fox
Before the collapse of the Soviet Union and the subsequent archival revolution, Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn’s famous “literary investigation” The Gulag A rchipelago was the most authoritative overview
of the Stalinist system of camps. This volume develops a much
more thorough and nuanced understanding of the Gulag. It brings a
greater awareness of the wide variety of camps, the forced labor
system, and the Gulag as viewed in a global historical context,
among many other topics. It also offers fascinating new interpretations of the
interrelationship and importance of the Gulag to the larger Soviet political and
economic system, and how they were in fact, parts of the same entity.
University of Pittsburgh Press, November 2016
9780822944645, cloth, $79.95
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