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THE OJIBWE
My Grandfather's Knocking Sticks
Ojibwe Family Life and Labor on the Reservation
Brenda Child
When Ojibwe historian Brenda Child uncovered the Bureau
of Indian Affairs file on her grandparents, it was an eyeopening experience. The correspondence, full of incendiary
comments on their morals and character, demonstrated the
breathtakingly intrusive power of federal agents in the early
twentieth century.
While telling her own family’s stories from the Red Lake Reservation, as
well as stories of Ojibwe people around the Great Lakes, Child examines
the disruptions and the continuities in daily work, family life, and culture
faced by Ojibwe people of Child’s grandparents’ generation—a generation
raised with traditional lifeways in that remote area. The challenges were
great: there were few opportunities for work. Government employees and
programs controlled reservation economies and opposed traditional practices. Nevertheless, Ojibwe men and women—fully modern workers who
carried with them rich traditions of culture and work—patched together
sources of income and took on new roles as labor demands changed
through World War I and the Depression.
Child writes of men knocking rice at wild rice camps, work customarily
done by women; a woman who turns to fishing and bootlegging when her
husband is unable to work; and women who carry out traditional healing
ceremonies. All of them, faced with dispossession and pressure to adopt
new ways, managed to retain and pass on their Ojibwe identity and culture
to their children.
Minnesota Historical Society Press, December 2014
97808738519243, paper, $32.00

Warrior Nation
A History of the Red Lake Ojibwe
Anton Treuer
The Red Lake Nation has a unique and deeply important
history. Unlike every other reservation in Minnesota, Red
Lake holds its land in common—and, consequently, the tribe
retains its entire reservation land base. The people of Red
Lake developed the first modern indigenous democratic governance system in the United States, decades before any other tribe, but
they also maintained their system of hereditary chiefs. The tribe never surrendered to state jurisdiction over crimes committed on its reservation.
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The reservation is also home to the highest number of Ojibwe-speaking
people in the state.
Warrior Nation covers four centuries of the Red Lake Nation’s forceful and
assertive tenure on its land. Ojibwe historian and linguist Anton Treuer
conducted oral histories with elders across the Red Lake reservation, learning the stories carried by the people. And the Red Lake band has, for the
first time, made available its archival collections, including the personal
papers of Peter Graves, the brilliant political strategist and tribal leader of
the first half of the twentieth century, which tell a startling story about the
negotiations over reservation boundaries.
This fascinating history offers not only a chronicle of the Red Lake Nation
but also a compelling perspective on a difficult piece of U.S. history.
Minnesota Historical Society Press, October 2015
9780873519632, paper, $32.00

Seasons of Change
Labor, Treaty Rights, and Ojibwe Nationhood
Chantal Norrgard (Vancouver, British Columbia)
2015 David Montgomery Award, Organization of American
Historians and Labor and Working-Class History Association
From the 1870s to the 1930s, the Lake Superior Ojibwes of
Minnesota and Wisconsin faced dramatic economic, political,
and social changes. Examining a period that began with the tribe's removal
to reservations and closed with the Indian New Deal, Chantal Norrgard
explores the critical link between Ojibwes' efforts to maintain their tribal
sovereignty and their labor traditions and practices. As Norrgard explains,
the tribe's "seasonal round" of subsistence-based labor was integral to its
survival and identity. Though encroaching white settlement challenged
these labor practices, Ojibwe people negotiated treaties that protected their
rights to make a living by hunting, fishing, and berrying and through work
in the fur trade, the lumber industry, and tourism. Norrgard shows how
the tribe strategically used treaty rights claims over time to uphold its right
to work and to maintain the rhythm and texture of traditional Ojibwe life.
Drawing on a wide range of sources, including New Deal–era interviews
with Ojibwe people, Norrgard demonstrates that while American expansion curtailed the Ojibwes’ land base and sovereignty, the tribe nevertheless used treaty-protected labor to sustain its lifeways and meet economic
and political needs--a process of self-determination that continues today.
University of North Carolina Press, August 2014
9781469617299, paper, $48.00
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Hungry Johnny
Cheryl Minnema (Illustrations by Wesley Ballinger)
“I like to eat, eat, eat,” choruses young Johnny as he watches
Grandma at work in the kitchen. Wild rice, fried potatoes,
fruit salad, frosted sweet rolls—what a feast! Johnny can hardly contain his excitement. In no time, he’ll be digging in with
everyone else, filling his belly with all this good food.
But wait. First there is the long drive to the community center. And then an
even longer Ojibwe prayer. And then—well, young boys know to follow the
rules: elders eat first, no matter how hungry the youngsters are. Johnny lingers with Grandma, worried that the tasty treats won’t last. Seats at the tables
fill and refill; platters are emptied and then replaced. Will it ever be their
turn? And will there be enough?
As Johnny watches anxiously, Grandma gently teaches. By the time her friend
Katherine arrives late to the gathering, Johnny knows just what to do, hunger
pangs or no. He understands, just as Grandma does, that gratitude, patience,
and respect are rewarded by a place at the table—and plenty to eat, eat, eat.
Minnesota Historical Society Press, May 2014
9780873519267, cloth, $28.75

THE IROQUOIS/HAUDENOSAUNEE
In the Shadow of Kinzua
The Seneca Nation of Indians since World War II
Laurence Marc Hauptman
The Kinzua Dam has cast a long shadow on Seneca life since
World War II. The project, formally dedicated in 1966, broke
the Treaty of Canandaigua of 1794, flooded approximately
10,000 acres of Seneca lands in New York and Pennsylvania,
and forced the relocation of hundreds of tribal members. Hauptman offers
both a policy study, detailing how and why Washington, Harrisburg, and
Albany came up with the idea to build the dam, and a community study of
the Seneca Nation in the postwar era. Although the dam was presented to
the Senecas as a flood control project, Hauptman persuasively argues that
the primary reasons were the push for private hydroelectric development in
Pennsylvania and state transportation and park development in New York.
This important investigation, based on forty years of archival research as
well as on numerous interviews with Senecas, shows that these historically
resilient Native peoples adapted in the face of this disaster. Unlike previous
studies, In the Shadow of Kinzua highlights the federated nature of Seneca
Nation government, one held together in spite of great diversity of opinions
and intense politics. In the Kinzua crisis and its aftermath, several Senecas
stood out for their heroism and devotion to rebuilding their nation for
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tribal survival. They left legacies in many areas, including two community
centers, a modern health delivery system, two libraries, and a museum.
Money allocated in a "compensation bill" passed by Congress in 1964 produced a generation of college-educated Senecas, some of whom now work
in tribal government, making major contributions to the Nation’s present
and future. Facing impossible odds and hidden forces, they motivated a
cadre of volunteers to help rebuild devastated lands. Although their strategies did not stop the dam’s construction, they laid the groundwork for a
tribal governing structure and for managing other issues that followed from
the 1980s to the present, including land claims litigation and casinos.
Syracuse University Press, January 2016
9780815634621, paper, $48.00

Corey Village and the Cayuga World
Implications from Archaeology and Beyond
Edited by Jack Rossen
The Cayuga are one of the original five nations of the Haudenosaunee Confederacy, a powerful alliance of Native American
tribes in the Northeast, inhabiting much of the land in what is
now central New York State. When their nation was destroyed
in the Sullivan–Clinton campaign of 1779, the Cayuga endured 200 years
of displacement. As a result, relatively little is known about the location,
organization, or ambience of their ancestral villages. Perched on a triangular finger of land against steep cliffs, the sixteenth-century village of Corey
represents a rare source of knowledge about the Cayuga past, transforming
our understanding of how this nation lived.
In Corey Village and the Cayuga World, Rossen collects data from archaeological investigations of the Corey site, including artifacts that are often neglected, such as nonprojectile lithics and ground stone. In contrast with the
conventional narrative of a population in constant warfare, analysis of the
site’s structure and materials suggests a peaceful landscape, including undefended settlements, free movement of people, and systematic trade and
circulation of goods. These findings lead to a broad summary of Cayuga
archaeological research, shedding new light on the age of the Haudenosaunee Confederacy and the role of the Cayuga in the American Revolution. Beyond the comprehensive analysis of artifacts, the Corey site excavation is significant for its commitment to the practice of "indigenous archaeology," in which Native wisdom, oral history, collaboration, and participation are integral to the research.
Syracuse University Press, August 2015
9780815634058, cloth, $64.00
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Reading the Wampum
Essays on Hodinöhsö:ni’ Visual Code and Epistemological
Recovery
Penelope Myrtle Kelsey
Since the fourteenth century, Eastern Woodlands tribes have
used delicate purple and white shells called "wampum" to form
intricately woven belts. These wampum belts depict significant
moments in the lives of the people who make up the tribes, portraying
everything from weddings to treaties. Wampum belts can be used as a
form of currency, but they are primarily used as a means to record significant oral narratives for future generations. In Reading the Wampum, Kelsey
provides the first academic consideration of the ways in which these sacred
belts are reinterpreted into current Haudenosaunee tradition. While Kelsey explores the aesthetic appeal of the belts, she also provides insightful
analysis of how readings of wampum belts can change our understanding
of specific treaty rights and land exchanges. Kelsey shows how contemporary Iroquois intellectuals and artists adapt and reconsider these traditional belts in new and innovative ways. Reading the Wampum conveys the vitality and continuance of wampum traditions in Iroquois art, literature, and
community, suggesting that wampum narratives pervade and reappear in
new guises with each new generation.
Syracuse University Press, November 2014
9780815633662, cloth, $48.00

The Thomas Indian School and the "Irredeemable" Children
of New York
Keith R. Burich
The story of the Thomas Indian School has been overlooked
by history and historians even though it predated, lasted longer, and affected a larger number of Indian children than most
of the more well-known federal boarding schools. Founded by
the Presbyterian missionaries on the Cattaraugus Seneca Reservation in western New York, the Thomas Asylum for Orphan and Destitute Indian Children, as it was formally named, shared many of the characteristics of the government-operated Indian schools. However, its students
were driven to its doors not by Indian agents, but by desperation. Forcibly
removed from their land, Iroquois families suffered from poverty, disease,
and disruptions in their traditional ways of life, leaving behind many abandoned children.
The story of the Thomas Indian School is the story of the Iroquois people
and the suffering and despair of the children who found themselves
trapped in an institution from which there was little chance for escape.
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Although the school began as a refuge for children, it also served as a
mechanism for "civilizing" and converting native children to Christianity.
As the school’s population swelled and financial support dried up, the
founders were forced to turn the school over to the state of New York.
Under the State Board of Charities, children were subjected to prejudice,
poor treatment, and long-term institutionalization, resulting in alienation
from their families and cultures. In this harrowing yet essential book,
Burich offers new and important insights into the role and nature of
boarding schools and their destructive effect on generations of indigenous
populations.
Syracuse University Press, April 2016
9780815634546, cloth, $96.00
9780815634362, paper, $48.00

Laura Cornelius Kellogg
Our Democracy and the American Indian and Other Works
Edited by Kristina Ackley and Cristina Stanciu
Laura Cornelius Kellogg was an eloquent and fierce voice in
early twentieth century Native American affairs. An organizer,
author, playwright, performer, and linguist, Kellogg worked
tirelessly for Wisconsin Oneida cultural self-determination
when efforts to Americanize Native people reached their peak. She is best
known for her extraordinary book Our Democracy and the American Indian (1920) and as a founding member of the Society of American Indians.
In an era of government policies aimed at assimilating Indian peoples and
erasing tribal identities, Kellogg supported a transition from federal paternalism to self-government. She strongly advocated for the restoration of
tribal lands, which she considered vital for keeping Native nations together
and for obtaining economic security and political autonomy.
Although Kellogg was a controversial figure, alternately criticized and
championed by her contemporaries, her work has endured in Oneida community memory and among scholars in Native American studies, though it
has not been available to a broader audience. Ackley and Stanciu resurrect
her legacy in this comprehensive volume, which includes Kellogg’s writings, speeches, photographs, congressional testimonies, and coverage in
national and international newspapers of the time. In an illuminating and
richly detailed introduction, the editors show how Kellogg’s prescient
thinking makes her one of the most compelling Native intellectuals of her
time.
Syracuse University Press, March 2015
9780815633907, cloth, $64.00
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The Rotinonshonni
A Traditional Iroquoian History through the Eyes of
Teharonhia:wako and Sawiskera
Brian Rice (University of Winnipeg)
In this book, Rice offers a comprehensive history based on the oral
traditions of the Rotinonshonni "Longhouse People," also known as the
Iroquois. As a participant in a nearly 700-mile walk following the story
of the Peacemaker, who confederated the original five warring nations that became
the Rotinonshonni, Rice traces the historic sites located in what are now known as
the Mississippi River Valley, Upstate New York, southern Quebec, and Ontario.
He draws upon a wide variety of sources including J. N. B. Hewitt’s translation of
the creation story; the oral presentations of Cayuga Elder Jacob Thomas; oral traditions written down by William Beauchamp and William Fenton; the Code of
Handsome Lake in Lewis Henry Morgan’s League of the Iroquois; and other
sources where oral traditions were recorded. In doing so, Rice chronicles the Iroquois creation story, the origin of Iroquois clans, the Great Law of Peace, the European invasion, and the life of Handsome Lake. The Rotinonshonni creates from oral
traditions a history that informs the reader about events that happened in the past
and how those events have shaped and are still shaping Rotinonshonni society
today.
Syracuse University Press, March 2016
9780815610670, paper, $40.00

Who Are These People Anyway?
Chief Irving Powless Jr. of the Onondaga Nation
Edited by Lesley Forrester
In the rich tradition of oral storytelling, Chief Irving Powless Jr. of the
Beaver Clan of the Onondaga Nation reminds us of an ancient treaty. It
promises that the Haudenosaunee people and non-Indigenous North
Americans will respect each other’s differences even when their cultures
and behaviors differ greatly.
Powless shares intimate stories of growing up close to the earth, of his work as
Wampum Keeper for the Haudenosaunee people, of his heritage as a lacrosse player, and of the treaties his ancestors made with the newcomers. He also pokes fun at
the often-peculiar behavior of his non-Onondaga neighbors, asking, "Who are
these people anyway?" Sometimes disarmingly gentle, sometimes caustic, these vignettes refreshingly portray mainstream North American culture as seen through
Haudenosaunee eyes. Powless illustrates for all of us the importance of respect,
peace, and, most importantly, living by the unwritten laws that preserve the natural
world for future generations.
Syracuse University Press, March 2016
9780815634492, cloth, $72.00
9780815610700, paper, $32.00
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THE CHEROKEE
Carolina in Crisis
Cherokees, Colonists, and Slaves in the American Southeast, 1756-1763
Daniel J. Tortora
2015 George C. Rogers Jr. Award, South Carolina Historical Society
In this engaging history, Daniel J. Tortora explores how the AngloCherokee War reshaped the political and cultural landscape of the colonial South. Tortora chronicles the series of clashes that erupted from 1758 to 1761
between Cherokees, settlers, and British troops. The conflict, no insignificant sideshow to the French and Indian War, eventually led to the regeneration of a BritishCherokee alliance. Tortora reveals how the war destabilized the South Carolina colony
and threatened the white coastal elite, arguing that the political and military success of
the Cherokees led colonists to a greater fear of slave resistance and revolt and ultimately nurtured South Carolinians' rising interest in the movement for independence.
Drawing on newspaper accounts, military and diplomatic correspondence, and the
speeches of Cherokee people, among other sources, this work reexamines the experiences of Cherokees, whites, and African Americans in the mid-eighteenth century.
Centering his analysis on Native American history, Tortora reconsiders the rise of
revolutionary sentiments in the South while also detailing the Anglo-Cherokee War
from the Cherokee perspective.
University of North Carolina Press, May 2015
9781469621227, paper, $48.00

Anetso, the Cherokee Ball Game
At the Center of Ceremony and Identity
Michael J. Zogry
Anetso, a centuries-old Cherokee ball game still played today, is a vigorous, sometimes violent activity that rewards speed, strength, and agility.
At the same time, it is the focus of several linked ritual activities. Is it a
sport? Is it a religious ritual? Could it possibly be both? Why has it lasted so long, surviving through centuries of upheaval and change?
Based on his work in the field and in the archives, Michael J. Zogry argues that members of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Nation continue to perform selected aspects of
their cultural identity by engaging in anetso, itself the hub of an extended ceremonial
complex, or cycle. A precursor to lacrosse, anetso appears in all manner of Cherokee
cultural narratives and has figured prominently in the written accounts of nonCherokee observers for almost three hundred years. The anetso ceremonial complex
incorporates a variety of activities which, taken together, complicate standard scholarly
distinctions such as game versus ritual, public display versus private performance, and
tradition versus innovation.
Zogry's examination provides a striking opportunity for rethinking the understanding
of ritual and performance as well as their relationship to cultural identity. It also
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offers a sharp reappraisal of scholarly discourse on the Cherokee religious system,
with particular focus on the Eastern Band of Cherokee Nation.
University of North Carolina, December 2014
9781469622279, paper, $52.75

The Cherokee Kid
Will Rogers, Tribal Identity, and the Making of an American Icon
Amy M. Ware
Outstanding Book on Oklahoma History
Early in the twentieth century, the political humorist Will Rogers was
arguably the most famous cowboy in America. And though most in his
vast audience didn't know it, he was also the most famous Indian of his
time. Those who know of Rogers’s Cherokee heritage and upbringing tend to minimize its importance, or to imagine that Rogers himself did so—notwithstanding his
avowal in interviews: “I’m a Cherokee and they’re the finest Indians in the World.”
The truth is, throughout his adult life and his work the Oklahoma cowboy made
much of his American Indian background. And in doing so, as Amy Ware suggests
in this book, he made Cherokee artistry a fundamental part of American popular
culture.
Rogers, whose father was a prominent and wealthy Cherokee politician and former
Confederate slaveholder, was born into the Paint Clan in the town of Oolagah in
1879 and raised in the Cooweescoowee District of the Cherokee Nation. Ware maps
out this milieu, illuminating the familial and social networks, as well as the Cherokee
ranching practices, educational institutions, popular publications and heated political debates that so firmly grounded Rogers in the culture of the Cherokee. Through
his early career, from Wild West and vaudeville performer to Ziegfeld Follies headliner in the late 1910s, she reveals how Rogers embodied the seemingly conflicting roles
of cowboy and Indian, in effect enacting the blending of these identities in his art.
Rogers’s work in the film industry also reflected complex notions of American Indian identity and history, as Ware demonstrates in her reading of the clearest examples, including Laughing Billy Hyde, in which Rogers, an Indian, portrayed a white
prospector married to an Indian woman—who was played by a white actress.
In his work as a columnist for the New York Times, and in his radio performances,
Ware continues to trace the Cherokee influence on Rogers’s material—and in turn its
impact on his audiences. It is in these largely uncensored performances that we see
another side of Rogers’s Cherokee persona—a tribal elitism that elevated the Cherokee above other Indian nations. Ware's exploration of this distinction exposes stillcommon assumptions regarding Native authenticity in the history of American culture, even as her in-depth look at Will Rogers’s heritage and legacy reshapes our perspective on the Native presence in that history, and in the life and work of a true
American icon.
University Press of Kansas, June 2015
9780700621200, cloth, $60.00
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THE DAKOTA
Conflicted Mission
Faith, Disputes, and Deception on the Dakota Frontier
Linda Clemmons
From the mid-1830s to the 1860s, the missionaries sent to Minnesota by the
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions (ABCFM) wrote
thousands of letters to their supervisors and supporters claiming success in
converting the Dakota people. But author Linda M. Clemmons reveals that the reality of
the situation was far more conflicted than what those written records would suggest.
In fact, in the rough Minnesota territory, missionaries often found themselves looking to
the Dakota for support. The missionaries and their wives struggled to define what it
meant to convert and “civilize” Dakota people. And, although many scholars depict missionaries as working hand in hand with the federal government, Clemmons reveals discord over the Dakota people’s treatment, especially after the U.S.–Dakota War of 1862,
when many missionaries spoke out against exile.
The missionaries found that work with the Dakota was rarely as heroic, romantic, or
successful as what they read about in the evangelical press, but, at the same time, they
themselves painted a rosier picture of their own work.
Minnesota Historical Society Press, April 2014
9780873519212, paper, $36.75

THE NISQUALLY
Framing Chief Leschi
Narratives and the Politics of Historical Justice
Lisa Blee
In 1855 in the South Puget Sound, war broke out between Washington
settlers and Nisqually Indians. A party of militiamen traveling through
Nisqually country was ambushed, and two men were shot from behind and fatally
wounded. After the war, Chief Leschi, a Nisqually leader, was found guilty of murder
by a jury of settlers and hanged in the territory's first judicial execution. But some 150
years later, in 2004, the Historical Court of Justice, a symbolic tribunal that convened
in a Tacoma museum, reexamined Leschi's murder conviction and posthumously exonerated him. In Framing Chief Leschi, Lisa Blee uses this fascinating case to uncover
the powerful, lasting implications of the United States' colonial past.
Though the Historical Court's verdict was celebrated by Nisqually people and many
non-Indian citizens of Washington, Blee argues that the proceedings masked fundamental limits on justice for Indigenous people seeking self-determination. Underscoring critical questions about history and memory, Framing Chief Leschi challenges readers to consider whether liberal legal structures can accommodate competing narratives
and account for the legacies of colonialism to promote social justice today.
University of North Carolina Press, March 2014
9781469612843, paper, $52.75
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THE SHAWNEE
The Worlds the Shawnees Made
Migration and Violence in Early America
Stephen Warren
2015 Choice Outstanding Academic Title
In 1779, Shawnees from Chillicothe, a community in the Ohio country, told the British, "We have always been the frontier." Their statement challenges an oft-held belief that American Indians derive their
unique identities from longstanding ties to native lands. By tracking Shawnee
people and migrations from 1400 to 1754, Stephen Warren illustrates how Shawnees made a life for themselves at the crossroads of empires and competing tribes,
embracing mobility and often moving willingly toward violent borderlands. By the
middle of the eighteenth century, the Shawnees ranged over the eastern half of
North America and used their knowledge to foster notions of pan-Indian identity
that shaped relations between Native Americans and settlers in the revolutionary
era and beyond.
Warren's deft analysis makes clear that Shawnees were not anomalous among
Native peoples east of the Mississippi. Through migration, they and their neighbors adapted to disease, warfare, and dislocation by interacting with colonizers as
slavers, mercenaries, guides, and traders. These adaptations enabled them to preserve their cultural identities and resist coalescence without forsaking their linguistic and religious traditions.
University of North Carolina Press, February 2016
9781469627274, paper, $44.75

THE NATIVE AMERICAN SOUTH & SOUTHWEST
Raised by Humans
Poems
Deborah Miranda
The poems in Raised by Humans are about surviving childhood and
colonization. Childhood did not agree with Deborah Miranda, mostly
because the adult humans in charge of her life were not prepared to
manage their own lives, let alone the life of a human-in-training. Humans raised Deborah, but it wasn’t a humane childhood.
This poetry collection is also about how indigenous people survive civilization and
become readers and writers of the same alphabet that colonized their culture. The
complexity of being forced to find her way into relationship with the very people or
cultures that have hurt/raised Miranda is a paradox at the heart of her poetry, which
pushes language past what Miranda calls the “alphabet of walls.”
Northwestern University Press, April 2015
9781882688500, paper, $27.25
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Remembering the Modoc War
Redemptive Violence and the Making of American Innocence
Boyd Cothran (York University)
2015 Robert M. Utley Prize, Western History Association
On October 3, 1873, the U.S. Army hanged four Modoc headmen at
Oregon's Fort Klamath. The condemned had supposedly murdered the
only U.S. Army general to die during the Indian wars of the nineteenth
century. Their much-anticipated execution marked the end of the Modoc
War of 1872–73. But as Boyd Cothran demonstrates, the conflict's close marked the
beginning of a new struggle over the memory of the war. Examining representations
of the Modoc War in the context of rapidly expanding cultural and commercial marketplaces, Cothran shows how settlers created and sold narratives of the conflict that
blamed the Modocs. These stories portrayed Indigenous people as the instigators of
violence and white Americans as innocent victims.
Cothran examines the production and circulation of these narratives, from sensationalized published histories and staged lectures featuring Modoc survivors of the war to
commemorations and promotional efforts to sell newly opened Indian lands to settlers. As Cothran argues, these narratives of American innocence justified not only
violence against Indians in the settlement of the West but also the broader process of
U.S. territorial and imperial expansion.
University of North Carolina Press, September 2014
9781469618609, cloth, $56.00

Cattle Colonialism
An Environmental History of the Conquest of California and Hawai'i
John Ryan Fischer
In the nineteenth century, the colonial territories of California and Hawai'i underwent important cultural, economic, and ecological transformations influenced by an unlikely factor: cows. The creation of native
cattle cultures, represented by the Indian vaquero and the Hawaiian paniolo, demonstrates that California Indians and native Hawaiians adapted in ways that allowed
them to harvest the opportunities for wealth that these unfamiliar biological resources presented. But the imposition of new property laws limited these indigenous
responses, and Pacific cattle frontiers ultimately became the driving force behind
Euro-American political and commercial domination, under which native residents
lost land and sovereignty and faced demographic collapse.
Environmental historians have too often overlooked California and Hawai'i, despite
the roles the regions played in the colonial ranching frontiers of the Pacific World.
In Cattle Colonialism, John Ryan Fischer significantly enlarges the scope of the American West by examining the trans-Pacific transformations these animals wrought on
local landscapes and native economies.
University of North Carolina Press, October 2015
9781469625126, cloth, $64.00
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Traders and Raiders
The Indigenous World of the Colorado Basin, 1540-1859
Natale A. Zappia
The Colorado River region looms large in the history of the American
West, vitally important in the designs and dreams of Euro-Americans
since the first Spanish journey up the river in the sixteenth century. But
as Natale A. Zappia argues in this expansive study, the Colorado River
basin must be understood first as home to a complex Indigenous world. Through
300 years of western colonial settlement, Spaniards, Mexicans, and Americans all
encountered vast Indigenous borderlands peopled by Mojaves, Quechans, Southern
Paiutes, Utes, Yokuts, and others, bound together by political, economic, and social
networks. Examining a vast cultural geography including southern California, Nevada, Utah, Arizona, Sonora, Baja California, and New Mexico, Zappia shows how this
interior world pulsated throughout the centuries before and after Spanish contact,
solidifying to create an autonomous, interethnic Indigenous space that expanded and
adapted to an ever-encroaching global market economy.
Situating the Colorado River basin firmly within our understanding of Indian country, Traders and Raiders investigates the borders and borderlands created during this
period, connecting the coastlines of the Atlantic and Pacific worlds with a vast Indigenous continent.
University of North Carolina Press, August 2014
9781469615844, cloth, $64.00

Three Roads to Magdalena
Coming of Age in a Southwest Borderland, 1890-1990
David Wallace Adams
“Someday,” Candelaria Garcia said to the author, “you will get all the
stories.” It was a tall order, in Magdalena, New Mexico, a once booming
frontier town where Navajo, Anglo, and Hispanic people have lived in
shifting, sometimes separate, sometimes overlapping worlds for well
over a hundred years. But these were the stories, and this was the world, that David
Wallace Adams set out to map, in a work that would capture the intimate, complex
history of growing up in a Southwest borderland. At the intersection of memory,
myth, and history, his book asks what it was like to be a child in a land of ethnic and
cultural boundaries. The answer, as close to “all the stories” as one might hope to get,
captures the diverse, ever-changing experience of a Southwest community defined by
cultural borders—and the nature and role of children in defending and crossing those
borders.
In this book, we listen to the voices of elders who knew Magdalena nearly a century
ago, and the voices of a younger generation who negotiated the community’s shifting
boundaries. Their stories take us to sheep and cattle ranches, Navajo ceremonies,
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Hispanic fiestas, mining camps, First Communion classes, ranch house dances,
Indian boarding school drill fields, high school social activities, and children’s
rodeos. Here we learn how class, religion, language, and race influenced the creation of distinct identities and ethnic boundaries, but also provided opportunities
for cross-cultural interactions and intimacies. And we see the critical importance
of education, in both reinforcing differences and opening a shared space for
those differences to be experienced and bridged. In this, Adams’s work offers a
close-up view of the transformation of one multicultural community, but also of
the transformation of childhood itself over the course of the twentieth century.
A unique blend of oral, social, and childhood history, Three Roads to Magdalena is
a rare living document of conflict and accommodation across ethnic boundaries
in our ever-evolving multicultural society.
University Press of Kansas, June 2016
9780700622542, cloth, $56.00

Reimagining Indian Country
Native American Migration and Identity in Twentieth-Century
Los Angeles
Nicolas G. Rosenthal
For decades, most American Indians have lived in cities, not on
reservations or in rural areas. Still, scholars, policymakers, and
popular culture often regard Indians first as reservation peoples,
living apart from non-Native Americans. In this book, Nicolas
Rosenthal reorients our understanding of the experience of American Indians by
tracing their migration to cities, exploring the formation of urban Indian communities, and delving into the shifting relationships between reservations and
urban areas from the early twentieth century to the present. With a focus on Los
Angeles, which by 1970 had more Native American inhabitants than any place
outside the Navajo reservation, Reimagining Indian Country shows how cities have
played a defining role in modern American Indian life and examines the evolution of Native American identity in recent decades. Rosenthal emphasizes the
lived experiences of Native migrants in realms including education, labor, health,
housing, and social and political activism to understand how they adapted to an
urban environment, and to consider how they formed--and continue to form-new identities. Though still connected to the places where indigenous peoples
have preserved their culture, Rosenthal argues that Indian identity must be understood as dynamic and fully enmeshed in modern global networks.
University of North Carolina Press, August 2014
9781469617565, paper, $41.50
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Black Slaves, Indian Masters
Slavery, Emancipation, and Citizenship in the Native American
South
Barbara Krauthamer
From the late eighteenth century through the end of the Civil War,
Choctaw and Chickasaw Indians bought, sold, and owned Africans
and African Americans as slaves, a fact that persisted after the tribes'
removal from the Deep South to Indian Territory. The tribes formulated racial and
gender ideologies that justified this practice and marginalized free black people in
the Indian nations well after the Civil War and slavery had ended. Through the
end of the nineteenth century, ongoing conflicts among Choctaw, Chickasaw, and
U.S. lawmakers left untold numbers of former slaves and their descendants in the
two Indian nations without citizenship in either the Indian nations or the United
States. In this groundbreaking study, Barbara Krauthamer rewrites the history of
southern slavery, emancipation, race, and citizenship to reveal the centrality of Native American slaveholders and the black people they enslaved.
Krauthamer's examination of slavery and emancipation highlights the ways Indian
women's gender roles changed with the arrival of slavery and changed again after
emancipation and reveals complex dynamics of race that shaped the lives of black
people and Indians both before and after removal.
University of North Carolina Press, February 2015
9781469621876, paper, $40.00

NEW ENGLAND NATIVES
The Life of William Apess, Pequot
Philip F. Gura
The Pequot Indian intellectual, author, and itinerant preacher William
Apess (1798–1839) was one the most important voices of the nineteenth
century. Here, Philip F. Gura offers the first book-length chronicle of
Apess's fascinating and consequential life. After an impoverished childhood marked by abuse, Apess soldiered with American troops during the
War of 1812, converted to Methodism, and rose to fame as a lecturer who lifted a
powerful voice of protest against the plight of Native Americans in New England and
beyond. His 1829 autobiography, A Son of the Forest, stands as the first published by a
Native American writer. Placing Apess's activism on behalf of Native American people
in the context of the era's rising tide of abolitionism, Gura argues that this founding
figure of Native intellectual history deserves greater recognition in the pantheon of
antebellum reformers. Following Apess from his early life through the development of
his political radicalism to his tragic early death and enduring legacy, this much-needed
biography showcases the accomplishments of an extraordinary Native American.
University of North Carolina Press, March 2015
9781469619989, cloth, $41.75
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Native American Whalemen and the World
Indigenous Encounters and the Contingency of Race
Nancy Shoemaker
In the nineteenth century, nearly all Native American men living along
the southern New England coast made their living traveling the world's
oceans on whaleships. Many were career whalemen, spending twenty
years or more at sea. Their labor invigorated economically depressed
reservations with vital income and led to complex and surprising connections with
other Indigenous peoples, from the islands of the Pacific to the Arctic Ocean. At
home, aboard ship, or around the world, Native American seafarers found themselves in a variety of situations, each with distinct racial expectations about who was
"Indian" and how "Indians" behaved. Treated by their white neighbors as degraded
dependents incapable of taking care of themselves, Native New Englanders nevertheless rose to positions of command at sea. They thereby complicated myths of exploration and expansion that depicted cultural encounters as the meeting of two peoples,
whites and Indians.
Highlighting the shifting racial ideologies that shaped the lives of these whalemen,
Nancy Shoemaker shows how the category of "Indian" was as fluid as the whalemen
were mobile.
University of North Carolina Press, April 2015
9781469622576, cloth, $56.00

HISTORY & POLITICS
Why You Can't Teach United States History without American Indians
Edited by Susan Sleeper-Smith, Juliana Barr, Jean M. O'Brien, Nancy
Shoemaker, and Scott Manning Stevens
A resource for all who teach and study history, this book illuminates the
unmistakable centrality of American Indian history to the full sweep of American
history. The nineteen essays gathered in this collaboratively produced volume, written by leading scholars in the field of Native American history, reflect the newest
directions of the field and are organized to follow the chronological arc of the standard American history survey. Contributors reassess major events, themes, groups of
historical actors, and approaches--social, cultural, military, and political--consistently
demonstrating how Native American people, and questions of Native American sovereignty, have animated all the ways we consider the nation’s past. The uniqueness of
Indigenous history, as interwoven more fully in the American story, will challenge
students to think in new ways about larger themes in U.S. history, such as settlement
and colonization, economic and political power, citizenship and movements for
equality, and the fundamental question of what it means to be an American.
University of North Carolina Press, April 2015
9781469621203, paper, $48.00
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The Common Cause
Creating Race and Nation in the American Revolution
Robert G. Parkinson
When the Revolutionary War began, the odds of a united, continental
effort to resist the British seemed nearly impossible. Few on either side of
the Atlantic expected thirteen colonies to stick together in a war against
their cultural cousins. In this pathbreaking book, Robert Parkinson argues that to unify the patriot side, political and communications leaders linked British
tyranny to colonial prejudices, stereotypes, and fears about insurrectionary slaves and
violent Indians. Manipulating newspaper networks, Washington, Jefferson, Adams,
Franklin, and their fellow agitators broadcast stories of British agents inciting African
Americans and Indians to take up arms against the American rebellion. Using rhetoric
like “domestic insurrectionists” and “merciless savages,” the founding fathers rallied
the people around a common enemy and made racial prejudice a cornerstone of the
new Republic.
In a fresh reading of the founding moment, Parkinson demonstrates the dual projection of the “common cause.” Patriots through both an ideological appeal to popular
rights and a wartime movement against a host of British-recruited slaves and Indians
forged a racialized, exclusionary model of American citizenship.
University of North Carolina Press, June 2016
9781469626635, cloth, $72.00

The Red Atlantic
American Indigenes and the Making of the Modern World, 1000-1927
Jace Weaver
From the earliest moments of European contact, Native Americans have
played a pivotal role in the Atlantic experience, yet they often have been
relegated to the margins of the region's historical record. The Red Atlantic, Jace Weaver's sweeping and highly readable survey of history and
literature, synthesizes scholarship to place indigenous people of the Americas at the
center of our understanding of the Atlantic world. Weaver illuminates their willing
and unwilling travels through the region, revealing how they changed the course of
world history.
Indigenous Americans, Weaver shows, crossed the Atlantic as royal dignitaries, diplomats, slaves, laborers, soldiers, performers, and tourists. And they carried resources
and knowledge that shaped world civilization--from chocolate, tobacco, and potatoes to
terrace farming and suspension bridges. Weaver makes clear that indigenous travelers
were cosmopolitan agents of international change whose engagement with other societies gave them the tools to advocate for their own sovereignty even as it was challenged
by colonialism.
University of North Carolina Press, March 2014
9781469614380, cloth, $48.00
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Engines of Diplomacy
Indian Trading Factories and the Negotiation of American Empire
David Andrew Nichols
As a fledgling republic, the United States implemented a series of trading
outposts to engage indigenous peoples and to expand American interests
west of the Appalachian Mountains. Under the authority of the executive
branch, this Indian factory system was designed to strengthen economic
ties between Indian nations and the United States, while eliminating competition from
unscrupulous fur traders. In this detailed history of the Indian factory system, David
Andrew Nichols demonstrates how Native Americans and U.S. government authorities
sought to exert their power in the trading posts by using them as sites for commerce,
political maneuvering, and diplomatic action.
Using the factory system as a lens through which to study the material, political, and
economic lives of Indian peoples, Nichols also sheds new light on the complexities of
trade and diplomacy between whites and Native Americans. Though the system ultimately disintegrated following the War of 1812 and the Panic of 1819, Nichols shows
that these factories nonetheless served as important centers of economic and political
authority for an expanding inland empire.
University of North Carolina Press, May 2016
9781469626895, paper, $52.75

Say We Are Nations
Documents of Politics and Protest in Indigenous America since 1887
Edited by Daniel M. Cobb
In this wide-ranging and carefully curated anthology, Daniel M. Cobb
presents the words of Indigenous people who have shaped Native American rights movements from the late nineteenth century through the present day. Presenting essays, letters, interviews, speeches, government documents, and other testimony, Cobb shows how tribal leaders, intellectuals, and activists deployed a variety of protest methods over more than a century to demand Indigenous sovereignty. As these
documents show, Native peoples have adopted a wide range of strategies in this struggle, invoking “American” and global democratic ideas about citizenship, freedom, justice, consent of the governed, representation, and personal and civil liberties while investing them with indigenized meanings.
The more than fifty documents gathered here are organized chronologically and thematically for ease in classroom and research use. They address the aspirations of Indigenous nations and individuals within Canada, Hawaii, and Alaska as well as the continental United States, placing their activism in both national and international contexts. The collection’s topical breadth, analytical framework, and emphasis on unpublished materials offer students and scholars new sources with which to engage and
explore American Indian thought and political action.
University of North Carolina Press, November 2015
9781469624808, paper, $48.00
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American Indians and the Rhetoric of Removal and Allotment
Jason Edward Black
Jason Edward Black examines the ways the US government's rhetoric
and American Indian responses contributed to the policies of NativeUS relations throughout the nineteenth century's removal and allotment eras.
Black shows how these discourses together constructed the perception
of the US government and of American Indian communities. Such interactions-though certainly not equal--illustrated the hybrid nature of Native-US rhetoric in the
nineteenth century. Both governmental, colonizing discourse and indigenous, decolonizing discourse shaped arguments, constructions of identity, and rhetoric in the
colonial relationship.
American Indians and the Rhetoric of Removal and Allotment demonstrates how American Indians decolonized dominant rhetoric through impeding removal and allotment policies. By turning around the US government's narrative and inventing their
own tactics, American Indian communities helped restyle their own identities as well
as the government's. During the first third of the twentieth century, American Indians lobbied for the successful passage of the Indian Citizenship Act of 1924 and the
Indian New Deal of 1934, changing the relationship once again.
In the end, Native communities were granted increased rhetorical power through
decolonization, though the US government retained an undeniable colonial influence through its territorial management of Natives. The Indian Citizenship Act and
the Indian New Deal--as the conclusion of this book indicates--are emblematic of the
prevalence of the duality of US citizenship that fused American Indians to the nation, yet segregated them on reservations. This duality of inclusion and exclusion
grew incrementally and persists now, as a lasting effect of nineteenth-century NativeUS rhetorical relations.
University Press of Mississippi, February 2015
9781628461961, cloth, $117.00

The New Politics of Indian Gaming
The Rise of Reservation Interest Groups
Edited by Kenneth N. Hansen, Tracy A. Skopek
The New Politics of Indian Gaming uses case studies of major Indian gaming states to analyze the interplay of tribal governance, state politics,
and federalism and to illustrate the emergence of reservation governments as political power brokers on the local, state, and national levels.
The contributing authors come from several disciplines, including law, public administration, and political science, and consider such tribal strategies as lobbying and
campaign contributions. They examine the efficacy of these strategies in helping
tribes achieve their development goals. Finally, they consider some instances where
reservation gaming did not succeed in achieving the tribes’ goals for development, in
particular the case of New York State. Here they identify the reasons for this failure
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in competitive interest-group advocacy, contentious public policy making, and internal tribal dissension. This book is a pioneering examination of the political impact
of reservation gaming on Native American tribal governments and on the evolution
of government-to-government relations between diverse sovereign entities—tribes
and local, state, and federal governments.
University of Nevada Press, September 2015
9780874179927, paper, $56.00

Bonds of Alliance
Indigenous and Atlantic Slaveries in New France
Brett Rushforth
2013 Merle Curti Award in Social History, Organization of American
Historians
2013 FEEGI Biennial Book Prize, Forum on European Expansion and Global Interaction
2013 Mary Alice and Philip Boucher Prize, French Colonial Historical Society
Finalist, 2013 Frederick Douglass Book Prize, Gilder Lehrman Center for the Study of Slavery, Resistance, and Abolition
2012-2013 Wylie Prize in French and Francophone Cultural Studies, Center for French and
Francophone Studies at Duke University
In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, French colonists and their Native
allies participated in a slave trade that spanned half of North America, carrying
thousands of Native Americans into bondage in the Great Lakes, Canada, and the
Caribbean. In Bonds of Alliance, Brett Rushforth reveals the dynamics of this system
from its origins to the end of French colonial rule. Balancing a vast geographic and
chronological scope with careful attention to the lives of enslaved individuals, this
book gives voice to those who lived through the ordeal of slavery and, along the
way, shaped French and Native societies.
Rather than telling a simple story of colonial domination and Native victimization,
Rushforth argues that Indian slavery in New France emerged at the nexus of two
very different forms of slavery: one indigenous to North America and the other
rooted in the Atlantic world. The alliances that bound French and Natives together
forced a century-long negotiation over the nature of slavery and its place in early
American society. Neither fully Indian nor entirely French, slavery in New France
drew upon and transformed indigenous and Atlantic cultures in complex and surprising ways.
Based on thousands of French and Algonquian-language manuscripts archived in
Canada, France, the United States and the Caribbean, Bonds of Alliance bridges the
divide between continental and Atlantic approaches to early American history. By
discovering unexpected connections between distant peoples and places, Rushforth
sheds new light on a wide range of subjects, including intercultural diplomacy, colonial law, gender and sexuality, and the history of race.
University of North Carolina Press, February 2014
9781469613864, paper, $48.00
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Crooked Paths to Allotment
The Fight over Federal Indian Policy after the Civil War
C. Joseph Genetin-Pilawa
Standard narratives of Native American history view the nineteenth
century in terms of steadily declining Indigenous sovereignty, from
removal of southeastern tribes to the 1887 General Allotment Act.
In Crooked Paths to Allotment, C. Joseph Genetin-Pilawa complicates
these narratives, focusing on political moments when viable alternatives to federal
assimilation policies arose. In these moments, Native American reformers and
their white allies challenged coercive practices and offered visions for policies that
might have allowed Indigenous nations to adapt at their own pace and on their
own terms. Examining the contests over Indian policy from Reconstruction
through the Gilded Age, Genetin-Pilawa reveals the contingent state of American
settler colonialism.
Genetin-Pilawa focuses on reformers and activists, including Tonawanda Seneca
Ely S. Parker and Council Fire editor Thomas A. Bland, whose contributions to
Indian policy debates have heretofore been underappreciated. He reveals how
these men and their allies opposed such policies as forced land allotment, the
elimination of traditional cultural practices, mandatory boarding school education
for Indian youth, and compulsory participation in the market economy. Although
the mainstream supporters of assimilation successfully repressed these efforts, the
ideas and policy frameworks they espoused established a tradition of dissent
against disruptive colonial governance.
University of North Carolina Press, August 2014
9781469617510, paper, $44.75

RESERVATION PLANNING
Planning the American Indian Reservation
From Theory to Empowerment
Nicholas Christos Zaferatos
American Indian reservation planning is one of the most challenging
and poorly understood specializations within the American planning
profession. Charged with developing a strategy to protect irreplaceable
tribal homelands that have been repeatedly diminished over the ages
through unjust public policy actions, it is also one of the most imperative. For centuries tribes have faced historical bigotry, political violence, and an unrelenting resistance to self-governance. Aided by a comprehensive reservation planning strategy,
tribes can create the community they envisioned for themselves, independent of
outside forces.
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In Planning the American Indian Reservation, Zaferatos presents a holistic and practical approach to explaining the practice of Native American planning. The book
unveils the complex conditions that tribes face by examining the historical, political, legal, and theoretical dimensions of the tribal planning situation in order to
elucidate the context within which reservation planning occurs. Drawing on
more than thirty years of professional practice, Zaferatos presents several case
studies demonstrating how effective tribal planning can alter the nature of the
political landscape and help to rebalance the uneven relationships that have
been formed between tribal governments and their nontribal political counterparts. Tribal planning’s overarching objective is to assist tribes as they transition
from passive objects of historical circumstances to principal actors in shaping
their future reservation communities.
Syracuse University Press, April 2015
9780815633938, cloth, $64.00

American Indian Educators in Reservation Schools
Terry Huffman
The role of Native American teachers and administrators working
in reservation schools has received very little attention, although
their work is critical to preparing their students for the future. Utilizing numerous interviews and extensive fieldwork, Terry Huffman
shows how they define their roles and evaluate their performance.
He examines how they address the complex issues of Native cultural identity that
affect their students and themselves and how they cope with the pressures of
teaching disadvantaged students while meeting the requirements for reservation
schools, including the No Child Left Behind Act. Personal accounts, including
candid comments about their choice of profession and the sometimes harsh
realities of reservation life, offer unique insights into the frustrations and rewards of providing a viable education for Native American students. American
Indian Educators in Reservation Schools demonstrates that these teachers and administrators meet daunting challenges with persistent optimism. Huffman’s
study will help educators in other communities whose students are navigating a
difficult path out of poverty and discrimination toward a better future.
University of Nevada Press, July 2014
9780874179460, paper, $44.75
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REPRESENTATION IN ART & POPULAR CULTURE
Indians Illustrated
The Image of Native Americans in the Pictorial Press
John M. Coward
In the second half of the nineteenth century, Americans swarmed
to take in a raft of new illustrated journals and papers. Engravings
and drawings of "buckskinned braves" and "Indian princesses"
proved an immensely popular attraction for consumers of publications like
Frank Leslie's Illustrated Newspaper and Harper's Weekly.
In Indians Illustrated, John M. Coward charts a social and cultural history of
Native American illustrations--romantic, violent, racist, peaceful, and otherwise--in the heyday of the American pictorial press. These woodblock engravings and ink drawings placed Native Americans into categories that drew from
venerable "good" Indian and "bad" Indian stereotypes already threaded
through the culture. Coward's examples show how the genre cemented white
ideas about how Indians should look and behave--ideas that diminished Native Americans' cultural values and political influence. His powerful analysis
of themes and visual tropes unlocks the racial codes and visual cues that
whites used to represent--and marginalize--native cultures already engaged in a
twilight struggle against inexorable westward expansion. Fascinating and provocative, Indians Illustrated reopens an overlooked chapter in media and cultural history.
University of Illinois Press, May 2016
9780252040269, cloth, $95USD
9780252081712, paper, $29.95USD

Real Native Genius
How an Ex-Slave and a White Mormon Became Famous
Indians
Angela Pulley Hudson
In the mid-1840s, Warner McCary, an ex-slave from Mississippi,
claimed a new identity for himself, traveling around the nation
as Choctaw performer "Okah Tubbee." He soon married Lucy
Stanton, a divorced white Mormon woman from New York, who likewise
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claimed to be an Indian and used the name "Laah Ceil." Together, they embarked on an astounding, sometimes scandalous journey across the United
States and Canada, performing as American Indians for sectarian worshippers, theater audiences, and patent medicine seekers. Along the way, they
used widespread notions of "Indianness" to disguise their backgrounds, justify
their marriage, and make a living. In doing so, they reflected and shaped popular ideas about what it meant to be an American Indian in the midnineteenth century.
Weaving together histories of slavery, Mormonism, popular culture, and
American medicine, Angela Pulley Hudson offers a fascinating tale of ingenuity, imposture, and identity. While illuminating the complex relationship between race, religion, and gender in nineteenth-century North America, Hudson reveals how the idea of the “Indian” influenced many of the era’s social
movements. Through the remarkable lives of Tubbee and Ceil, Hudson uncovers both the complex and fluid nature of antebellum identities and the
place of "Indianness" at the very heart of American culture.
University of North Carolina Press, September 2015
9781469624433, paper, $48.00

Re-Collecting Black Hawk
Landscape, Memory, and Power in the American Midwest
Nicholas Brown and Sarah Kanouse
The name Black Hawk permeates the built environment in the
upper Midwestern United States. It has been appropriated for
everything from fitness clubs to used car dealerships. ReCollecting Black Hawk examines the phenomena of this appropriation in the physical landscape, and the deeply rooted sentiments it evokes
among Native Americans and descendants of European settlers. Nearly 170
original photographs are presented and juxtaposed with texts that reveal and
complicate the significance of the imagery. Contributors include tribal officials, scholars, activists, and others.
University of Pittsburgh Press, May 2015
9780822944379, cloth, $64.00
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Tribal Television
Viewing Native People in Sitcoms
Dustin Tahmahkera
Native Americans have been a constant fixture on television,
from the dawn of broadcasting, when the iconic Indian head
test pattern was frequently used during station sign-ons and
sign-offs, to the present. In this first comprehensive history of
indigenous people in television sitcoms, Dustin Tahmahkera
examines the way Native people have been represented in the genre. Analyzing dozens of television comedies from the United States and Canada, Tahmahkera questions assumptions that Native representations on TV are inherently stereotypical and escapist. From The Andy Griffith Show and F-Troop to
The Brady Bunch, King of the Hill, and the Native-produced sitcom, Mixed Blessings, Tahmahkera argues that sitcoms not only represent Native people as
objects of humor but also provide a forum for social and political commentary on indigenous-settler relations and competing visions of America.
Considering indigenous people as actors, producers, and viewers of sitcoms as
well as subjects of comedic portrayals, Tribal Television underscores the complexity of Indian representations, showing that sitcoms are critical contributors to the formation of contemporary indigenous identities and relationships
between Native and non-Native people.
University of North Carolina Press, October 2014
9781469618685, paper, $44.75

The Gift of the Face
Portraiture and Time in Edward S. Curtis's The North
American Indian
Shamoon Zamir
Edward S. Curtis's The North American Indian is the most ambitious photographic and ethnographic record of Native American cultures ever produced. Published between 1907 and 1930
as a series of twenty volumes and portfolios, the work contains
more than two thousand photographs intended to document the traditional
culture of every Native American tribe west of the Mississippi. Many critics
have claimed that Curtis's images present Native peoples as a "vanishing race,"
hiding both their engagement with modernity and the history of colonial
violence. But in this major reappraisal of Curtis's work, Shamoon Zamir argues instead that Curtis's photography engages meaningfully with the crisis of
culture and selfhood brought on by the dramatic transformations of Native
societies. This crisis is captured profoundly, and with remarkable empathy, in
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Curtis's images of the human face. Zamir also contends that we can fully understand this achievement only if we think of Curtis's Native subjects as coauthors of his project.
This radical reassessment is presented as a series of close readings that explore
the relationship of aesthetics and ethics in photography. Zamir's richly illustrated study resituates Curtis's work in Native American studies and in the
histories of photography and visual anthropology.
University of North Carolina Press, August 2014
9781469611754, cloth, $64.00

